IMPRESS

THE OFFICIAL E-MAGAZINE OF
THE RED IMPS COMMUNITY TRUST
NOVEMBER 2021

WELCOME
Thank you this issue to Trevor Swinburne, Rick
Lalka, Andrew Porter and Kate Jackson for their
contributions.
If you would like to write something for the next
issue please contact us at
media@redimpstrust.co.uk
Also please consider using our new business Trust
members -

TRUST LOCKDOWN ACHIEVEMENTS 2020-21
Carried out a full top-to-bottom review of the
organisation.

Carried out community activities with local
community groups.

Adopted the new Red Imps Community Trust 2021
Strategy Document including our strap line
'Supporting our Fans Our Club Our Community',
stating our Aims and Objectives, and our Actions to
meet them.

Built up links with Lincoln University Sports and
Business Faculty with joints projects planned for
Autumn 2021.

Sponsoring two Lincoln City FC players and one
Lincoln City Women FC player.
Written a regular RICT column in the Lincolnshire
Echo.
Produced and launched our '20IN2020' 20th year
anniversary video documentary.
Grown our media team, increased our social media
and website output, and increased our following by
30%.
Represented Trust members at bi-monthly LCFC
Board of Directors' meetings.
Adopted the British Heart Foundation as our 2021
Charity Partner including making donations and
promoting their activities.
Established closer links with other LCFC fans'
groups and other members of the LCFC 'family'
including the LCFC Foundation.
Recruited new volunteers to work with the Red Imps
Community Trust board.

Held on-line 'Coffee Mornings' for members with
special guests attending.
Held regular Man of the Match and Player of the
Month polls.
Held a Red Imps Community Trust Fan of the
Season competition with winner Chris Wray
receiving his trophy at the recent LCFC Meet the
Players event.
Set up and launched the Red Imps Community Trust
on-line Fans' Museum.
Issued our on-line 'Impress' magazine.
Negotiated with LCFC for Red Imps Community
Trust membership to be included in 2021-22 LCFC
memberships thereby increasing our membership
into the thousands.
Submitting our views to Tracey Crouch MP as part of
the Fan-Led Review into Football Governance.
Planned for post-lockdown when supporters back
including our Red Imps Community Trust stand in
the Fans' Village, and future events and fundraising.

Held on-line events with special guests for our Gold
Members.
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During pre-season the Red Imps Community
Trust attended the sponsors meet and greet day
down at the LNER Stadium.
Part of this day was to finally meet up with Chris
Wray, the author and artist of Imptoons and
award him the very first Fan of the Season
2020-21 from the Trust.
Check out social media for a video of the day as
well as an interview with Chris.

Top left - the plate awarded to Chris
Bottom left - players sign for sponsors and their
guests
Right - Chris Wray is awarded the plate from City
striker Tom Hopper
Some more images of Sincil Bank from our day
at the sponsors meet and greet, including a look
at the brand new temporary stand on the next
page
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BACK AT THE BANK!
On Saturday August 14 the 2021-22 campaign began at Sincil Bank with a good home win against
Fleetwood Town.
Before the game, the Red Imps Community Trust had a very vibrant marquee stall in the Fan’s Village
at the ground. During the couple of hours operation before the game, the Trust gave out badges,
posters, fixture cards and more Imptoons cards to eager fans, as well as passing on information
about the Trust and even some help to away supporters!
Also we are going to have a on going competition at each game for a chance to win signed Lincoln
City shirts from last season! Come and see us!
Here’s a few images of the day....
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Above - ex Imps Matt Carmichael and Gavin Gordon chat about
the season ahead with Supporter Director Rob Bradley
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WELCOME TO THE MUSEUM!
During lockdown, the Trust board got together to bring ideas as to ways we can stay in contact with
both members of the Trust as well as the wider fan community – and many of these came to fruition
as listed in the last programme notes from the Trust.
One of the ideas which became very popular with the Trust Board was to bring together memories
and merchandise and create another M – a museum, albeit one that exists on the internet. Over
many weeks and months of building the cyber infrastructure and testing (something that the Gold
Members of the Trust helped with and that we are very thankful for!), as well as receiving some
incredible photographs of Imps related exhibits, we launched the museum publicly in late June.
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The RICT Museum allows
any Imps fan with rare or
collectable pieces to show
them off to the Imps
community. If you have a
story about your piece or
pieces, even better.

Imps related personalities. The FPA’s own
Trevor Swinburne & Gavin Gordon are
already featured, as well as current Trust
Director and ex Chairman Rob Bradley in a
three part interview.

If you wish to remain anonymous, we can also
make sure of that as well. Every person who
submits to the Museum is placed on our Hall of
Fame, which even includes ex players.
The Museum itself isn’t just a place to look at
photographs though, as we already have a
growing section filling up with interviews with

Coming in early September, we are
releasing another interview with an Imps
legend that was filmed during lockdown
and is quite simply not to be missed.
Keep on eye from September 1st on the website
or our social media – @trustinlcfc.
To find the museum itself go to
www.rictmuseum.co.uk and don’t forget the
Trust’s official web site either –
www.redimpstrust.co.uk
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NOTES FROM THE FORMER PLAYERS ASSOCIATION

It has been a busy October for the FPA
preparing for our upcoming charity football
match against the British Heart Foundation.
I was delighted that we have had so many
positive responses and we fielded a
particularly strong side.
The match was played on Lincoln Moorlands
Railway football ground on Newark Road kick
off is 3pm on Sunday October 17th and ended
in a 6-2 win for the FPA.
Attendance from FPA members at home matches
has been good with a variety of guests from all
decades being present. The hospitality from the
Lincoln University has improved our match day
experience, we now have our own dedicated
table of 10 places with a two course
meal being provided by the
University.
On Saturday November 27th the FPA
AGM will take place on the day of the
home match against Accrington
Stanley.
Our relationship with our
sponsors, Lincoln University, is
developing well and we plan to have
an end of season Legends get
together in the Engine Shed,
information will be provided as it
becomes available.
Trevor Swinburne Chairman
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LINCOLN CITY PRIDE - KATE JACKSON

Lincoln City Pride is the LGBTQ+ Supporters
Group for Lincoln City (unless the name of it
didn’t give that away), and was founded in early
2021. There are many factors as to why I started
it, but the most important is that I hope no-one
ever experiences at Sincil Bank what I did.

mid-August (this is England after all), I was there.
The highs of beating some of the biggest clubs in
the country, right down to losing away at
Carshalton Athletic in the FA Trophy in early
2012, I’d be paying my £15-£20 (usually in that
bracket somewhere).

My name is Kate Jackson and I am transgender.
My experiences at Sincil Bank since coming out
as trans in 2012 have been fairly mixed, with
some of the more negative events turning me
from being someone who had literal nightmares
about missing a game, either home or away, to
not even looking up results at times.

Towards the start of my time being a regular at
Sincil Bank, I had told a few people that I
attended games with that I was transgender and
planned on transitioning at some point, although I
was only 16 and too young to even apply (or so I
thought), and the reaction was largely negative.
The people who sat near me (who I hadn’t told)
found out and consistently mocked me, causing
me to relocate, and any time I got into an
argument with one of my best friends (at the
time) at football, he would always bring it back to
me wanting to be female and saying it like an
insult. To quote, “oh, why not just fuck off and
have your sex change?”. I believe those were the
exact words and they were shouted in front of
people I didn’t even know.

I’ve only just recently purchased my first season
ticket in eight years as I want to be a focal point
for all LGBTQ+ supporters at games, regardless
of whether they support the Imps or not.
I was a season ticket holder from 2001 until
2014, at which point I moved away from the area,
and during that time I didn’t miss a single game,
home or away between 9th August 2005 (a 2-2
draw at Chester) and 5th October 2013 (another
2-2 draw, this time at Nuneaton). Infact, between
April 13th 2002 and 5th October 2013, I only
missed two matches. I lived and breathed the
club. Whether it be a sunny day in mid-August, or
bitterly cold Tuesday evenings in, well, again

Anyway, I didn’t really talk about it with friends
from football anymore, other than with a select
few, for a long time. Suddenly, in 2012, a lot of
stuff happened in my personal life, with
something traumatic happening the day before
Lincoln City travelled to Bath (in typical Lincoln
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style, we lost to the bottom of the league side) in
mid-March. I spent the entire day thinking a lot
about life, so much to the point where I wasn’t
even that bothered when Bath took a 2-0 lead
within the first three minutes of the game. On the
way back I decided to seek professional help. In
those discussions with the psychologist, she said
to me “I don’t know what you’re hiding, but
whatever it is, it’s clearly having a negative
impact, so why not go away and think about it?” I
did, and I decided it was time to transition.
I told my immediate football friends (at the time)
first, and as you can imagine, they were a bit
surprised. Max, a lad who I’d gotten to know over
the previous three or four years, was pretty much
the first person I told, and he was surprised, but
in a good way, and I thought “well if one football
fan is cool with it, the rest will be!” Oh, how
ignorant I was.
On July 2nd 2012, I announced my intentions on
social media to change gender, and I also put a
video up on my Youtube channel at the time,
which had a fair few subscribers from various
football teams.
The announcement drew a mixed reaction from
people I knew in football, including several
threads about me on the forums of opposition
teams in our division. Most notable was the
Grimsby forum known as “The Fishy”, whereas a
lengthy thread about me started. I’ve been
unable to locate it since as I believe they
eventually wiped their forum a few years ago.
Lincoln City, as a club, were actually great about
the situation. They were supportive and I even
got into a lengthy chat with some of the staff
when I went to renew my season ticket, but had
to change the name on it. I couldn’t have been
happier with the way the club handled it. Granted,
I did get a few odd looks from some members of
staff, but you get used to that over the years.
At games, I could tell things had changed.
Obviously, people that had me on social media
knew and had gotten used to it, including some

rather unusual chats with the early version of the
617 group on the way to a pre-season friendly at
Eastwood (which we won 4-2, if memory serves),
but those that didn’t know me that well struggled
to even talk to me like I was still their friend. I
won’t name names, but one middle-aged
gentleman who will be well known to a lot of Imps
fans, even said to me “I can’t get used to calling
you Kate, you’re Nathan!” I don’t think he ever
actually called me Kate. I appreciated that it’s a
lot to get used to, but it was a common trend. On
the coaches, even though they knew, I was still
being referred to is commonly referred to
amongst trans people as our “deadname”, ie,
people were still calling me Nathan, even after
the point I legally changed it. Pro-tip for anyone
who knows a trans person, don’t call them by
their deadname on purpose, we lose respect for
you automatically, and we can tell if it’s a mistake
or not.
Going to games, home or away, I used to get
dodgy looks from stewards on my way in, and I
was often just allowed to walk through as none of
them wanted to frisk me, or they would argue
amongst themselves about who would do it,
which was a common occurrence. I could have
snuck anything in. As if the actual football wasn’t
bad enough, towards the end of that season I
had lost a lot of the friends I had earlier in the
year, and now they were consistently singing
transphobic chants about me. At the time I was
still doing my away day vlogs, and when I’m
trying to interview some fans, you can clearly
hear the chants at various points, and it became
very hard to enjoy going to matches. I asked the
relevant people to stop, but they refused.
I still kept on trying to go to games, but the
combination of the chants and poor displays on
the pitch, meant that when I eventually missed a
game, a 0-0 draw at home to Tamworth, it felt like
a great weight was lifted. To sum up the contrast
even more, I started attending ice hockey games
in Blackburn (go Hawks!), and became involved
in the media team, and not once, in my time
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regularly attending games there, did I receive
abuse. Infact, people barely acknowledged it.
It was such a welcome change.
If you’d have asked me during my run of 450
games (or so) in a row if I would ever stop going,
I would have said “I’m sure I’ll miss a game at
some point, but will always try by best,” whereas
a mixture of the chanting and negative
experiences on match days made me actually
hate going. It was a 5-1 defeat at Halifax towards
the end of 2013 that some of the abusers, on a
rare trip out a 50-mile radius for an away game,
continued to chant at me, and at that moment I
was done. I had checked out and no longer
wanted to go. I still loved the club, but I couldn’t
stand going to games.
Nearly a whole year passed before I attended
another match, an FA Cup qualifier at home to
Tranmere. I gradually started going to games
again, only every once in a while, but most of
them were away from home, mainly because it
was highly unlikely I’ll run into those who made
going to games miserable. Doesn’t it say it all
that I was more than happy to travel to the arse
end of nowhere, otherwise known as Welling, on
a Tuesday night, but couldn’t bring myself to walk
less than two miles to Sincil Bank?
Even though the club has since recovered in
recent years (such as the club’s first-ever
appearance at Wembley Stadium and have
recently achieved their highest league finish
during my lifetime) I still didn’t really want to
attend games due to not wanting a repeat of what
happened towards the end of my run of nearly
450 games attended in a row. That is until now.
Part of my desire to do Lincoln City Pride is to
help support the LGBTQ+ community and to help
them see that negative experiences can be
overcome, and I think that some of this will
involve raising awareness amongst people that
don’t fall into that category.
I’d like to think that a lot of the negativity faced by
LGBTQ+ fans is because of people not really
understanding what is actually like for fans on the
spectrum.

The problem is that there is a common saying in
football that “football is for everyone”, but from
my experiences, that isn’t the case when it
comes to trans people. For example, if you are a
gay man or woman, it is easier to hide your
sexuality if you feel threatened by your
surroundings, but as a trans person, you’re
always on display, in a way. Unless you are
extremely fortunate and can pass (for those not
familiar with trans lingo, that is that you can walk
down a street as your new gender and no-one
would be able to tell you were born as the
opposite gender), it is obvious you’re trans.
Whilst society generally isn’t anywhere near as
bad as I thought it would be before I came out,
unfortunately, when it comes to football, it still
feels like a bit of a free-for-fall. There are far too
many people who don’t seem to realise that
football isn’t only for straight white men, and
people from all walks of life would love to be able
to attend games without having to worry about
being subjected to abuse.
It definitely doesn’t feel like “football is for
everyone”, but I hope that one day, it will be, and
by running Lincoln City Pride, I hope to have a
big part in that at Sincil Bank.
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MARSHALLING SUPPORTERS AWAY AFTER TRAVELLING
WITH WINGS

Feedback on the atmosphere at matches at the
LNER Stadium is always universally positive: it is
certainly greatly appreciated by the club’s
players and by its management team. They also
heap praise on the support that they receive at
matches away from home: fans travel

everywhere in great numbers. They come from
far and wide, using various different methods of
transport.
One of the options open to them is the coach
service provided by The Red Imps Association in
conjunction with the club. On average, about
10% of supporters attending away games also
buy coach tickets.

In 1969, the Travel Section was set up to
co-ordinate the arrangements. It was founded by
a couple of the Association’s stalwarts, Bill
Stacey and Bill Robson, with the assistance of an
enthusiastic teenager. Wings, a firm based in
Sleaford, where Bill Stacey lived, was used to
provide the coaches.
Much has changed
over the years. There
has been some
sadness. In 1985, Bill
Stacey was at Bradford
City in his usual role
with the Travel Section
when his life was taken
in the tragic fire. The
other Lincoln fan to die
that day, Jim West, had
also journeyed on one
of the coaches and
taken his customary
seat next to Bill for the
match. The naming of
a stand at Sincil Bank
after them is a truly
fitting tribute. The part currently being played by
the Red Imps Community Trust in assisting the
funding of an extension to that stand is to be
commended.
The Travel Section has continued to evolve in a
positive manner as the years have gone by. The
Wings business was absorbed into Sleafordian
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Coaches. The firm currently providing the
transport is Marshalls of Sutton-on-Trent.
Whenever away match tickets are made
available for sale, the club also advertises
separate tickets for coaches to and from the
game. Coach tickets can be bought:• online at www.eticketing.co.uk/imps
•

by email at tickets@theredimps.com

• between 10am and 5pm on working days from
Monday to Friday, with extended hours on
home matchdays and at peak times:• by telephone on the new dedicated number of
01522 458884

Not everything has changed, however: one thing
has remained constant. The youngster who was
involved from the outset has retained his
enthusiasm, still playing a hugely important part
to this day: that teenager is perhaps more
accurately described nowadays as the one and
only Chris Ashton.
Long may the club and the Travel Section
continue to work together for the benefit of those
supporters wanting to travel by coach from the
city as part of the exceptionally large following at
all away matches. The journey is an important
part of the complete experience of an away
game: please enjoy it!
Andrew Porter

• in person at the LNER Stadium Ticket Office.
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