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Welcome to the latest lockdown edition of 
Impress. 

We are all waiting for fans to return to the LNER so 
the Trust has brought together a few articles and 
features to help you spend a few minutes to get 
ready for the return of that togetherness at time at 
Sincil Bank and at away games all over the 
country. 
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WELCOME



The Red Imps Community Trust would like to place on record 
our thanks to the players who have left the club at the end of 
their current contracts.

Michael Bostwick, Neal Eardley, Lee Freckington, Josh Vickers, 
Tom Pett and Jason Shackell have all been regular squad 
members and provided Imps fans with memories which will 
remain with us for ever.

Neal Eardley has been our sponsored player for the past two 
years and we have always been proud of Neal’s performances.

Wherever your next steps lie, the Red Imps Community Trust 
wish you well and hope we can welcome you back to LNER 
Stadium in the future.

Trevor Swinburne

Vice Chairman Red Imps Community Trust

THANK YOU
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The 2020 Annual General Meeting of Lincoln City Supporters Society Ltd will take place on 
Thursday, 1st October 2020, commencing at 7.30pm.

The meeting will be virtual and restricted to 100 members.

Members of the Trust who wish to take part in the AGM must apply to do so via email to 
rictsecretary@outlook.com no later than Friday 18th September 2020.

As nominations have now closed for both the Trust Director on the club board and general Trust 
directors, any Trust Member that wishes to stand as a co-opted director of the Trust, please contact 
the Trust Secretary on the email above for more details.

An official notice convening the meeting together with associated documentation will be sent to you 
once the closing date for nominations for the above position has passed.

AGM 2020
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A FEW WORDS FROM ROB BRADLEY

In Lincoln City's history I think it's fair to say that 
the best times - the championships, promotions, 
and play-offs - have taken place when everyone 
involved in the club have felt part of that 
success. Of course it's the managers and 
players who make things happen and it's the 
board of directors and staff who give them the 
support to do so. But the very best times are 
when every single supporter feels they 
are important too, they have felt involved, and 
they've made a contribution.

 Graham Taylor was of course a forerunner in 
involving the fans and people in Lincoln 
generally in what he did for our club. The factory 
visits, players going in local schools, and 
his genuinely open approach all meant that when 
records were broken and Lincoln City won the 

league by a canter, it was a triumph of 
his all-for-one and one-for-all ethos.

 Colin Murphy engaged with everyone at the 
club when he fought tooth and nail to get the 
Imps back in the Football League at the first 
attempt after a disastrous departure from it. His 
characteristics and the way he faced such a 
huge challenge meant that everyone bought in to 
Murphy's Mission. 

He loved the support and we loved him.

 In the early 2000s when the club had its back to 
the wall, much-missed Keith Alexander worked 
miracles on a minuscule budget. Under him the 
club as a whole was as one when it came to its 
very survival and surprising excursions into 
play-off territory.
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Years later and enter Danny and Nicky Cowley. 

Their appreciation of how Lincoln City fans could 
lift his players even further than they had already 
was clearly very important to them. Coupled with 
their friendliness and approachable nature was 
the business style of chairman Clive Nates who 
puts great emphasis of supporters feeling a part 
of things and being fully attached to the club's 
plans.

 The Trust here at Lincoln City has, for twenty 
years, promoted supporter-involvement as a 
'good thing'. Over that period two Trust members 
have served on the Board of Directors meaning 
that the fans' voice plays a part in the 
decision-making of the organisation at the 
highest level. Clearly as the club has grown over 
the last few years other supporters groups have 
appeared and grown in number. They too do a 
superb job in being a part of the club and 

making a contribution. Many many fans at other 
clubs have no such supporter involvement and 
envy the set-up here at Lincoln.

 Things at a club never toddle along at the same 
pace. Fortunes change from good to bad and 
back to good again. People leave and new 
people arrive. One of the best ways to provide 
solidity and deal with the challenges that crop up 
almost every day is for everyone to stick 
together. That's the Red Imps Community Trust 
ethos and if we keep pushing that and 
supporting our members and the club itself, then 
we, with others, could play a significant part in 
the progress of Lincoln City for many years to 
come.

Rob
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The lockdown and subsequent stop of most social activities has hit everyone hard and this includes 
the Lincoln City Former Players Association whose core function is to interact with fans of all ages 
and promote the FPA, RICT and of course Lincoln City Football Club.

I and other committee members have been busy contacting our elder members and I am pleased to 
report that at the time of contact everyone was well and staying safe in these remarkable times.

While we have been unable to have get togethers a great deal of work has gone into individual 
projects such as George Shipley’s 35 mile walk to raise funds for the Bradford Burns Unit and to 
acknowledge the 35th anniversary of the horrendous day back in May 1985.  
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Both the FPA and the RICT made generous contributions to George’s fund raising efforts and a sum 
of approaching £1,000 was raised.
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FPA NOTES FROM TREVOR SWINBURNE



We have also 
been proactive 
in trying to 
attract new 
former players to 
our association. 
The turnover of 
the playing 
squad in the last 
18months has 
been incredible 
and whilst most 
players have 
moved onto 
other clubs 
some players 
are keen to be 
remembered for 
their 
contributions 
during our recent seasons of outstanding 
achievements. Recent additions to our 
membership include Harry Toffolo, Simon 
Weaver, Roger Cleary, Dixie McNeil and John 
Gregson.

We have been approached to play in a charity 
raising match against a team from Lincoln 
County Hospital to raise funds for an NHS 
charity, obviously when we can get people 
together it would be nice to be allowed to play 
the game on Sincil Bank.

It promises to be a busy period once the 
lockdown ends as we will need to catch up with 
our annual football match against the

British Heart Foundation FC for the Peter Burr 
Trophy as well as our annual golf match for the 

John Reames Trophy at the Sleaford Golf Club.  
It has to be said that we defend both trophies.

Stay safe and I hope we can all get back to 
watching live football at Sincil Bank in the not too 
distant future.

Trevor

Check out the Former Players Association 
website at 

https://www.lincolncityfpa.co.uk/.

Picture above - Trevor Swinburne is joined by 
Tony Battersby and Richard Cooper, photo 
courtesy of Graham Burrell
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Enterprising Imps fan Jon Clack has been busy with helping protect 
emergency services staff - and the public - with a rather specially 
designed series of face masks.  Here’s his story!

They were approached by a manufacturer who normally produces 
motorcycle race wear (including face covers) with an offer to produce 
some not for profit LCFC face covers. We wanted to avoid anyone 
jumping on this idea and not involving the club so we engaged with the 
manufacturer to discuss the terms of the offer. Consultation has now 
taken place with the club via the supporters board and various 
supporters groups and interest was good enough for us to proceed 
with design & manufacturing. These covers will also double as 
neckerchiefs/bandanas (for cold match days - when we are back) and 
headbands to tame your lockdown hair thanks to their all round the 
head elastic (not ear hooks). The covers will be washable and double 
sided and 2 designs have been produced in adults & children’s sizes. 
The price per face cover will be £6.99 (child’s will be £5.99) and this 
included a £1 donation per face cover sold to the football club to help 
them in a very difficult time financially.
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FACE THE 
IMPS!



AND FOR THE LAST TIME, ANOTHER VINTAGE SEASON REPORT FROM THE 1952/3 SEASON 
FROM A BUDDING YOUNG SPORTS REPORTER...
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UNTITLED



Fast, innovative cloud software for business

www.selenity.com

THE RED IMPS 
COMMUNITY 
TRUST 
SPONSORED BY 
SELENITY 
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